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Abstract
The Populic Arab Protests and their Impact on the Political Reforms

in the Arab World: (Jordan as a Case Study 2011/2013)
Prepared by the researcher: Muhammad Rizk Ali Al-Mashagbeh
Supervised by: Prof. Mohammed Al-Miqdad

This study aimed to identify the Arab public protests and their
impact on the political reforms in the Arab world, identify the reasons
that led to the protests in the Arab world in general and Jordan in
particular, highlight the role of the opposition leaders and protests in
winning the public opinion among the Jordanian public regarding the
demands, and identify the impact of the protests as a means of pressure
on the system and its institutions in Jordan. The study used two decision-
making approaches as well as the system analysis approach to reach to
the results. The most highlighted results that have been reached to
through this study were that the reasons behind the protests in the Arab
world were represented with the absence of democracy, the authority of
the ruling regimes, the deterioration of the economic conditions and the
high rates of unemployment and poverty. Most of these protests were
conducted peacefully; however, in some of the countries of the Arab
Spring, there was a comprehensive change that was represented with
dropping the regime; the external factors and the foreign intervention had
a major role in these revolutions and protests. The study also found that
the protests that took place in the Arab countries impacted the political
reforms in the Arab world, and the protests in Jordan had a pressure on
the Jordanian regime to perform reforms. The demands of the Jordanian
protesters were less than those in the other Arab countries such as Egypt,
Tunisia, Libya, Yemen and Syria, which were represented with the

system’s reform. Furthermore, the protest movements in Jordan imposed
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pressure on the Jordanian regime to perform reforms which led that the
Jordanian regime responded to such demands.

Depending on the results that have been reached, the study
recommended a set of points on the level of the Arab world and Jordan,
including: Perform constitutional and political reforms, particularly the
election law, the public freedoms, lifting restrictions on the civil society
organizations, the labor party and the trade union, involve the civil
society institutions in the reform process, launch a national program for
the economic reform, make amendments to the constitution to meet the
demands of the people of Jordan, act according to the law of “where did
you get this?” , leave the inheritance policy in positions due to the
presence of highly marginalized and qualified people, work to strengthen
the affiliation to the Arab nation, and finally activate the conventions of
the Arab League in order to contribute to the achievement of the Arab
unity. For the Arab governments, the study recommended that such
governments should adopt a road map through which the desired reforms
are achieved, not allow the foreign intervention in their internal affairs,
work to achieve the principle of social justice through the promotion of
equal opportunities and the rule of law, and finally provide the freedom of
forming political parties and the freedom of expression, assembly and

demonstration.
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